
ISG Turns Five
Established in April 2019, The Defense Security Cooperation University’s (DSCU) Institute for Security 
Governance (ISG) is charged with building partner institutional capacity and capability through tailored 
advising, education, and professional development programs grounded in American values and 
approaches.

Over the past five years, ISG has worked to align Institutional Capacity Building (ICB) development, execution, and education within the Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA) and the Defense Security Cooperation University (DSCU). Some related accomplishments to advance Security 
Cooperation with U.S. allies and partners include:

The Institute for Security Governance (ISG) is the Department of Defense’s 
leading implementer for ICB and one of its primary international schoolhouses.

Want to learn more?
Visit instituteforsecuritygovernance.org  
or isginfo@nps.edu

ISG works globally with partners and allies on a range of advising, education, and pro-
fessional development programs. Over the past five years, the Institute has significantly 
expanded its capacity building focus areas.

DEFENSE SECURITY COOPERATION UNIVERSITY

In five years under the auspices of DSCA and our nearly 30 years of history as a DoD Security Cooperation implementing 
component, ISG has grown remarkably into a pivotal force within the Department of Defense, expanding our reach with 
our foreign partners and continuing to innovate and implement in all aspects of Security Cooperation. Our primary mission 
remains our focus: to advance U.S. national security interests by strengthening the institutional capacity of partner and 
allies’ defense and security sectors. - ISG Director Ian Wexler

FY18 – FY23  ACTIVITY SNAPSHOT

ISG FOCUS AREAS

Over the past five years, ISG’s collabo-
rative work with Jordan, Colombia, and 
Ukraine has been acknowledged on 
four occasions with the prestigious U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Award in Mainte-
nance Training, Advice, and Assistance 
of Foreign Security Forces – Ministerial 
Category.
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Additionally, in 2022, the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff awarded the Joint 
Meritorious Unit Award for exceptionally 
meritorious service to Headquarters, 
United States Central Command, and se-
lect subordinate units. Eight ISG Resident 
Advisors (MoDAs), who were deployed in 
region at the time and contributed to the 
mission, were among those cited for this 
prestigious award.62
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